MINUTES OF THE ORIENTEERING AUSTRALIA TECHNICAL MEETING

Canberra, April 2nd, 2010
Present: Jenny Casanova (Chair, SA), Robin Uppill (Director, Technical, SA), Eric Andrews (Qld), Christine Brown (Tas), Kathy Liley (Vic), Ken Brownlie (WA) Blair Trewin (Vic), Neil Simson (Qld), Greg Hawthorne (Tas), Bill Jones (ACT), Paul Prudhoe (NSW).
Apologies: 
The meeting opened at 3.35pm 
Minutes of the previous meeting: accepted
Matters arising from the minutes:

1) Guidelines for major carnivals and event management –  no progress; does there need to be a timeline/deadline? 
A document should be compiled within 12 months; Robin Uppill and Eric Andrews will coordinate. Eric writes a business plan for each major QLD carnival in order to obtain funds; NSW has used his business plan as a model. Eric to provide Jenny/Robin with an example. What reports/guidelines on major carnivals do other states have?

2) Rewriting/revising Level 2 and Level 3 controllers’ curricula 
Level 2 was finished by Neville Bleakley/Robin Uppill/Bob Mouatt in Aug 2009 and approved by ASC. Bob Mouatt is working on the Level 3 curriculum, and has previously re-done Level 1.
3) Report on Level 3 controllers’ workshop held in Adelaide August 8th/9th
Documents from this are now on the OA website. 7 people from 4 states attended. It was noted that WA and Qld will be holding Level 2 workshops this year.
4) Controllers’ reports to OA (and states); these are not being received regularly; is this because the requirements are too onerous and if so, can they be streamlined? 
Discussed in some detail. NSW’s template has been considered previously. VOA also has a template. The IOF template includes requirements for keeping a full set of maps (Dave Lotty keeps a set – is this just for IOF ranking events?) 
Robin and Jenny will create a simpler template focusing on: 
· What went well/ What didn’t 
· Did courses meet winning times?

· Map quality

· Complaints and Protests 
· Any deviations from the rules which occurred and the reasons why.
5) Controller re-accreditation process through ASC
The list of controllers on the OA website isn’t always up to date, and since currently the OA position for Manager Controlling and Officiating is vacant, (previously held by Dave Meyer) states may want to maintain their own lists. Technically the reminders for Level 3 reaccreditation should come through the Manager Controlling and Officiating. Kathy Liley noted that while the OA period of reaccreditation for Level 3 controllers is 10 years, ASC says it’s only 4?
New business:

1) Contact details for each state for 2010 – technical officer plus backup person 
 See attached document
2) David Hogg Medal votes from each state 
Two nominations were received. Votes from each state were submitted in writing and the outcome is that the David Hogg medal will be awarded to Eric Andrews from Qld.

The OA Operational Manual will be updated before 2011so that in future years states’ votes are received in advance of the meeting, allowing enough time to get the medal engraved with the recipient’s name.
3) Wording of rule 21.7 regarding carrying of GPS watches. 
Currently 21.7 says “GPS devices with no map function or signal to aid the user in finding direction may be carried.” This is still contentious. It’s not feasible to maintain a list of devices which are either permitted or banned, as technology continues to change. There was a suggestion of including the words “if it has a display it will be banned” but this rule has been returned to the technical committee for further discussion. Documents from the 2009 OA conference on which the rule changes were based will be distributed with the meeting minutes.

4) Rules changes to be considered following changes to IOF rules
 There are 3 new definitions all relating to orienteering requiring independent navigation (IOF rules 1.1., 1.2, 1.3); Robin will re-word these for OA to include the emphasis on not following, and will change our definitions. Also there is a change to IOF rule 12.15 which is the start interval for long distance going back to 3 minutes. OA rules can say ”not less than 2 minutes”.
5) Other rules to be amended/updated 

Document with list of rules under discussion, and the decisions reached so far, to be circulated shortly after these minutes (note that some of the minor wordings which I previously mentioned have already been tidied up by Robin in the 2010 OA rules).
6) Communication to controllers
States’ technical officers (or equivalent) need to ensure that the Tech news reaches all their accredited controllers, and to keep track of the need for re-accreditation and refresher courses at state/OA level. 
7) Next issue of Tech News 
Thanks Robin for latest edition. Next issue will be produced April/May with an emphasis on controlling and distribution of information to controllers. Any controllers’ reports received by OA before then can have relevant information extracted into Tech News.
Any other business:

1) Restrictions on elite entries
This was discussed in light of the decision by Eastertwenty10 organisers to decline single day elite entries to the Prologue and require Elites to enter all days (no single day entries were permitted). The online entry system was configured to require this. No rules currently allow for any restriction on entry to elite races 

2) Sprint maps

The OA rules need to be updated to explicitly refer to the Sprint mapping specification; currently they only refer to the IOF Mapping Specification (Rule 15.1)
3) Delete rules 21.5 and 21.6 as they are in the guidelines – (I will just add this to the paper on rule amendments)
The meeting closed at 4.45pm
Next meeting: Easter 2011 in York, WA. In the meantime discussion among the Technical Committee is to be conducted by email, and the outcomes will be relayed to delegates at the OA conference, where any unresolved issues will be discussed further.
