Using OS Relay Software for a 2 Person – 4 Leg Relay
The running order for the event is as follows:

Leg 1 Person 1

Leg 2 Person 2

Leg 3 Person 1

Leg 4 Person 2

So each team has two runners, but 4 legs.

 An event can be configured in OS software for this format. This feature has implemented for a long time in OS200x... (Stephen Kramer)

”You must define 4 legs for the class. With the entries, enter each name twice for the right legs. It is sufficient to enter the SICard numbers only once, that means for legs 1 and 2 only. Of course you can enter the numbers twice also.”
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Example team entry screen on OS for a 2 person 4 leg relay

An example event file for reference is available in the ZIP file “OSWK0009 Example 2 Person Relay.zip”

The most important hint for the event:

Since the SICards are used twice, it is very important that you make sure that the SICards will be downloaded after the first loop before clearing them for the second loop. So you must have a mandatory route from the finish to the download and have the clear and check inside the changeover region, not accessible from outside.

To ensure this:

· make sure there is no escape from the finish line until after the download station. So people can not clear and check before downloading. Elites are particularly bad at not downloading immediately, directions and rules may have to be enforced if the download is not made immediately after finishing. I think we could not finish a team one year because they failed to download after a leg and the result could not be verified. 

· Make the tag area very secure so clear and check is done while going into the tag area. Clearing and checking is quite important, so we stress it a fair bit during briefing and often man the entrance to the tag area to make sure people clear and check.

Event Set-up

OS is not the easiest to enter competitors into the system in this format (if you experiment with it, you will see why), so using an import csv format right up until the last minute to manage the entries, means entries are very quickly imported. 
Making changes to the database is best done on the day in OS. For reference is the entry spreadsheet from the 2009 SA Relays, one sheet has the csv format (see “ENTRIES File - 2 person relay.xls”).   Stephan Kramer writes that the SI Card only needs to be input once for each competitor, though the names have to go in for each leg, we have not tried this as the CSV format I use populates all the SI Card details for each leg, so I can not verify this (but when you are getting support from the software programmer who am I to doubt it?). 

Should the software get mixed up with which leg it is downloading or if people change order without notifying the organisers (it happens) then a dialogue box comes up requesting start number and the leg number. This was really handy because all you need to do is input the team number and the leg number (either from a chest number or by asking the competitor) and it will put the runner in the right spot in the database.

A key thing we have found is to have an excellent finish and tag area layout that is not confusing for anybody (competitors and organisers), and to have a very well prepared briefing. The OS software is really quite flexible and easy to manage, it is the competitor who are more likely to cause issues then the software.

Prepared by Robin Uppill

Based on Notes supplied by Tyson Hillyard and Stephan Kramer

