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IT NEWS

Orienteering Australia Results System - Feature Summary 
OA is maintaining event results on its web site and which can be accessed at http://results.orienteering.asn.au/
This system is to be used for all events on the National Calendar of events and states may also use to upload all state event results in the required format (all events from “Sport Software” are compatible - see below).

BACKGROUND

The system was developed for first use in 2007 for uploading national Calendar event results.  The system was funded by OA out of its general funds, and hence all states have contributed to its development via their State Registration Fee and Event Levies.

OA wishes to implement the use of this system in 2008 so that 
1. All National Calendar events are uploaded by the responsible organising state
2. Other state events are uploaded, initially those based  on Sport Software events
The reasons for this are as follows:

1. States have contributed financially to the system

2. Orienteers will become accustomed to the standard location for viewing event results

3. Events will be available for the longer term.  Where they are associated with an event specific web site, they will eventually become inaccessible

4. Features currently being developed will permit the following

a. calculation of participating statistics for states and OA

b. export of competitor data for Sport Software archives

c. support for rankling calculation (Elite and non-elite)

RESULTS SYSTEM OVERVIEW
The descriptions below are the current features and functionality of the site which is still undergoing development.

National Event Results
Selecting the Results menu from the Results Home page, defaults to a list of results available for National events.
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ResuLTs Events with results for 2008
Startdate  Map Type Club  Result Splits  Photos
Canbera Classic & Sita National Orintesring
Sun 30 Mar 2008 C2rberts Oose NoL RRA  Results Splits
Sat 29 Mar 2008 ACT March Hare Sprnt Spiint AOA  Results Spiis
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Sat 1 Mar 2008 NSW Sprint Championships Championships NN Resuls Splits
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Choosing options at the left can be used to filter for other results, for example
· Change the year to 2007 to view 2007 results

· Change the time period e.g. Yearly to Monthly

· Change National to State and then select a State to view results for any state

State Based Results
States are encouraged to upload any event for which the results can be collated in the correct format.  Currently QLD is uploading all their events, and link the Results menu on the OQ home page to this site (http://results.orienteering.asn.au/qldindex.php?pg=results) .  
Any state can add a link to a similar page, or a link to a particular result set from their state, club or event web site e.g. the SA specific link is as follows

· http://results.orienteering.asn.au/saindex.php?pg=results
Similar links have been created for other states.
Links to results in news items on the OA home page, should be to results on this system.

Results Features
The display of results includes the following
· Display of single day, multi-day, relays

· Display by class or course (requires upload data in appropriate format)

· Results are displayed as overall results and splits where these are available (tabular format only).

· For badge events, badge cut-offs can be calculated and displayed

· Comments about the event as provided by the organiser during upload of results
Other Features
1. Searching Competitor Results

Using the Search function allows a competitor name to be entered.  All recorded results are listed with Date, Event Name, Class/Course, Placing, Badge Credits where applicable
2. Photo Album

The system permits photos to be uploaded to an album; these can be linked to an event and will then be listed against that event on the Results page.  Photos can be viewed as thumbnails or full size.

EVENT TEMPLATES AND CLUB LIST

The SPORTIdent page on the OA web site at http://www.orienteering.asn.au/technical/SPORTidentInfo/
Has the following to assist users of OE software

1. Updated club list in an Excel spreadsheet

2. OE template for 5 year age classes with all Australian clubs

3. OE template for 10 year age classes with all Australian clubs

These have various AS and B classes which can be modified as required.

ON LINE ENTRIES

The following outlines the development of online entry systems supplied by Transition Zone.  Note that other systems are also in use e.g. developed in Queensland for the 2008 Australian Championships Carnival.

Transition Zone have provided online entry systems for 2 recent ACT event groups (March NOL and April ACT Championships weekend), the 2008 Australian Three Days, and 2007 Australian Championships Carnival and recently the for QBIII (ACT and NSW events) 
   

Entry data can be supplied to organisers in a format compatible with Sport Software. An important requirement is to give Transition Zone the correct club list, and the classes as you want them in Sport Software for your event.  The data from Transition Zone can be imported into a blank OE event.  If you have already created an event, which is probable for events in a major carnival, making sure the clubs and classes and their IDs match those supplied to Transition Zone, will help avoid errors.  If mismatch occurs, a bit of processing in Excel to get correct IDs would assist cleaning up prior to importing data.
 

Entrants are required to select a club, and classes and event fees valid for the event.  Many errors occur on paper forms, so permitting selections of only valid clubs, classes and fees for selection will reduce these.  To account for non-members and non-Australian clubs, options for these will be included (e.g. NONE AUS for Australian non-members).
 

The entries can be downloaded from the system by organisers as often as required, enabling organisers to track entries.  The system can also be used by organisers to enter entries that are received on paper forms; hence a dedicated entry system may not be required.  For these entries bypassing of payment is permitted. Currently payment is only by credit card, and Transition Zone take a percentage.
 

Contact details for Transition Zone can be provided.
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