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OA IT Committee Meeting

Saturday 7 April 2007 4:30 – 6 PM

Present
Chair
Robin Uppill

ACT
Bill Jones 

WA
Craig Dufty

TAS
David Marshall


Christine Brown

VIC
Blair Trewin


Neil Barr


Kathy Liley

NSW
Dick Olgivie

SA
Jenny Casanova

1. SPORTident and Sport  Software matters
Radio controls
Bill Jones presented some background to radio transmitters that can be used with SI control units (Master Unit) to create a radio control.  ACT has 2 on loan from RF Modules Australia based in Launceston.  These are to be evaluated for potential use at JWOC.  The units can interface to OE Speaker software.  At lease 2 are needed, work by line of site with range up to approx 2 km depending on obstacles.  This can be enhanced by using additional units as repeaters.  Cost is around $250 each, $21.50 for an antenna and ~$15 for a plug pack.

SI Equipment Requirements for JWOC 
NSW is liaising with other states about equipment needs

Recent free upgrade to version 10.3 of all Sport Software applications
 All applications now cater for both SI and EMIT, hence some menus are more generic.  SA retained version 10.2 for the carnival in case of software issues arising in the new version.

SI Equipment 
All states (?NSW) now have varying numbers of BSF7(8) control units, TAS is converting to all new units and has their BSF6 units for sale.  Cost of upgrade is not much less than purchasing new units.

New format SI Cards are being produced, only SI Card 5 and 6 are compatible with BSF6 control units, cards SI-Card 6*, 8 and 9 are only compatible with BSF7/8.  Carnival organisers, where significant overseas entrants are expected, need to be compare entries to the number sequences associated with the different SI Card versions in order to be aware of compatibility issues.  Details are available from the SI web site.
OA Web page and resources
SPORTIdent page on the OA web site (under technical) is being added to with relevant information of SI equipment and software.  Tips regarding MT use for the Australian 3 Day will be added by Robin Uppill (e.g. start draw with blocking, entrants running different classes on different days, import files).
2. OA Web Site

Event listings
States are encouraged to maintain details of their national events on the OA web site (either directly or via syndicated state sites).

Results database
First phase of the OA Results database will be available after Easter with results from this carnival.  Will permit results (and splits) upload.  
State and Club web sites
SA plans to upgrade to the OA system starting after Easter when carnival matters have been finalised.  Irrespective of systems used by states and clubs, the aim is to keep sites current and informative as they are becoming the main interface to the public. 

Bendigo use TikiWiki, an open source Content Management System.   
3. On line entries

Robin Uppill has been monitoring online entry systems for various events, most recent is for the Western Plains carnival which allows online credit card payment, but hasn’t been without issues and is not that user friendly (difficult to go backwards and all information needs to be known before starting).  Vic Rogaine association uses BPay – RU will obtain more information.  Likely that a mix of paper and online systems will be required for a while due to complexities of major carnival entry data.

4. Other Business

Purpose of the committee and areas of responsibility – although this issue was mentioned, no discussion occurred and the above areas are those mainly considered the areas of interest, although the emphasis may vary over time.
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