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1. Download Hypertiles from Nearmap’s website: http://www.nearmap.com/downloads/default (there’s a download link for the latest version halfway down the page)

2. Install Hypertiles.

This is all you need to save images from Nearmap as JPEG files. This, however, isn’t optimal for OCADing. Thankfully, they included the option to generate GeoTIFF files as well...it takes a bit of fiddling, but is well worth it:

3. Download this file and extract it somewhere on your hard drive. I put it under C:\GDAL, but really you can put it almost anywhere. Check that you’ve extracted it correctly – under C:\GDAL you should have two folders (bin and doc) and 3 other files.

4. Locate the GDALCompress.bat file, which is installed as part of Hypertiles. By default it should be in

C:\Program Files\NearMap\HyperTiles

or

C:\Program Files (x86)\NearMap\HyperTiles (if you’re running Windows 7)

5. Open GDALCompress.bat in a text editor (eg. Notepad)

6. The 5th line needs to point to where you installed the GDAL MapServer file from Step 3. So the line should read something like:

set GDAL_DIR=C:\GDAL
7. Lines 8 and 13 control which format it generates the final image in. OCAD can’t read ECW, so you’ll probably want a GeoTIFF. Make sure line 8 reads:

set OUTPUT_FORMAT=TIFF

and line 13 reads:

rem set OUTPUT_FORMAT=ECW

(note the ‘rem’ at the start of the line)

8. Save and close the file.

9. Start Hypertiles

10. *CHANGE THE PROJECTION* - by default the coordinate system is set to WGS84 Geodetic, which OCAD will struggle with. Change it to either WGS 84/Spherical Mercator or GDA 94 / MGA Zone X, where X depends on where you are. Hypertiles will restrict the view to the current Zone to help you work it out.

11. Click the word Options in the toolbar.

12. Under Post Processing, make sure the Enable checkbox is checked.

13. Close the options dialog

You can now save an area by selecting the region and saving using the buttons on the toolbar.  It may spit out a couple of errors in the process, but you should still get a GeoTIFF file at the end of it. (Save location and subdirectory as specified at the top of the save dialog.)

Any problems, feel free to ask.
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